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Dear members and friends of Swiss Smart Factory

Once again, the last few weeks have given cause to celebrate in Biel. By laying the foundation stone for the new 
building, SIPBB is ushering in a new chapter in its short but rapid growth history. Present at the festivities were 
Federal Councillor Parmelin, Director of Economic Affairs Christoph Ammann and guests of honour from the 
worlds of politics and business.

The site is currently little more than a large excavation, but as a digital twin we have already completed the 
planning of our 15,500 m2 new building with the 1000 m2 SSF factory hall. We want this investment to help 
retain our status as the largest test and demo centre for Industry 4.0 applications in Switzerland.  The Industry 
4.0 Lighthouse facility, which we are currently planning and implementing together with our SSF partners, will 
also find its place here as a showcase for the workplace of the future. 
But there are also other reasons to celebrate: together with our SSF partner Schaltag and leading European 
institutes, including CEA (FR), DFKI (DE) and TNO (NL), we have won our first EU Horizon 2020  project. Our 



project proposal, which addresses innovations with regard to modular production concepts, came out on top 
against 15 competing proposals. The project has a total funding volume of €14 million, of which over €1 million 
will go to the SSF network. 

Celebrate with us. As a partner of SSF, you are part of this success story.

Sincerely,

Dominic Gorecky

The SIPBB team on the new building’s construction site 



Flashback
6 May 2019, Federal Councillor Parmelin lays the foundation stone for  
Switzerland Innovation’s first new building in Biel

From left to right: Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Member of the Council of States Ruedi Noser; Bern’s Director of 
Economic Affairs Christoph Ammann; Swiss Champion and Vice World Champion in Polymechanics Marco Michel; CEO of 
SIPBB Felix Kunz; Minister of Economic Affairs Guy Parmelin; Chairman of the Administrative Board SIPBB Thomas Gfeller; 
Vocational student at the BFB Melisa Sahin; Mayor Erich Fehr; Managing Director Switzerland Innovation Raymond Cron

To ensure that Switzerland remains number one in terms of innovation, Switzerland Innovation Park Biel/Bienne 
is erecting a research and innovation building with international appeal. At the ceremonial laying of the foundation 
stone, Swiss Minister of Economic Affairs Guy Parmelin and Bern‘s Director of Economic Affairs Christoph Ammann 
stressed that the project is of paramount importance to Switzerland as a centre of innovation. 



„The Switzerland Innovation Park Biel/Bienne has quickly developed into an indispensable innovation hub in the 
Canton of Berne,“ says Christoph Ammann, Bern‘s Economic Director.

The new building, which costs around CHF 45 million and will open at the end of 2020, provides an Industry 4.0 
platform with SSF that is the only one of its kind in Switzerland. 

More impressions and the media report: 

https://www.sipbb.ch/medienmitteilung/bundesrat-parmelin-setzt-grundstein-zum-ersten-neubau-von-switzerland-innovation-in-biel/?lang=en 


Hanover Fair from 1 to 5 April 2019

This year SSF, together with four partners from our 
network, was also part of the Swiss Pavilion at the 
Hannover Fair. The booth was located in the heavily 
frequented Hall 6 on the subject of digitalisation.
As a research partner of SSF, the Bern University of 
Applied Sciences was also involved and used the fair  
for an international appearance. SSF partner Sideeffects 
presented its interactive visualisation software again 
this year. SSF partner Phoenix Mecano mounted alu-
minium picture frames on their Pick2Light manual 
workstation of the Setago line, which visitors could take 
away as a gift. Startup Factory5 presented its highly 
innovative, 5-axis, micro-milling machine at the SSF 
booth and impressed numerous visitors.

Each exhibitor was able to put itself in the spotlight thanks to organised events; these included a guided visit to 
the fair by a Swiss business delegation with over 50 participants, or pitching sessions at the Swiss Pavilion.
Once again, the world‘s most important leading trade fair for Industry 4.0 was a complete success. SSF and its 
partners were able to establish promising contacts and consolidate Switzerland‘s position on the international 
I4.0 map.

  



Swiss Smart Factory Network Meeting, 29 April 2019

The second Swiss Smart Factory network meeting took place at JAG 
Jakob AG in Brügg on 29 April. Over 50 people from our network took 
part in the event. 
While „Collaborative Robotics“ was the focus of the first network meeting, 
this event took place under the banner of „Artificial Intelligence“.
Patrick Fröhli, Managing Director of JAG Jakob AG and Niklaus Schneiter, 
Director Marketing & Sales, presented JAG Jakob AG, a specialist in 
process technology and robotics. 
The „Possibilities & Limitations of Artificial Intelligence“ was impressively 
demonstrated to the attendees in the keynote lecture by Marc Stampfli, 
Country Sales Manager at NVIDIA Switzerland.

Of course, we did not neglect to inform our members about what’s currently going on at SSF. 
Before the inspiring and lively discussion between participants at the joint network aperitif, all present were 
able to take a look behind the scenes at JAG Jakob AG on an exciting company tour.

We would very much like to thank all participants, speakers and JAG Jakob AG once again for the extremely 
successful network meeting.



Mitgliedschaftsprogramm der SSF 
Over 40 representatives from industry and research have 
joined the SSF Membership Programme since it was 
introduced in early 2018. The Programme is targeted at 
companies who want to collaborate as protagonists in 
the SSF eco-system and network.

We warmly welcome our newest members:   
• WAGO Contact SA
• cencerus (Schweiz) AG
• Bossard AG

Previous membership model to become the 
association of the promotion „Swiss Smart 
Factory“ 

The previous membership programme is being transfor-
med into an association model with immediate effect. The 
following are some key points in this regard:
•  The statutes of the association are based on the 

previous membership programme.
•  We will send the statutes and proposal to all members 

within the next days.
•  All paid membership fees also count as annual fees 

for the AP-SSF.



The advantages of the association model are obvious: participation of members in the General Assembly and the 
Board of Directors creates more transparency and co-determination in SSF activities.

Statutes of the association and registration: 
https://www.sipbb.ch/forschung/ssf/ssf-membership/

WasWhat SSF membership means to us – the voice of an SSF member
 

Phoenix Mecano Komponenten AG 
CEO, Werner Schmid und Michael Jahn
www.phoenix-mecano.ch

We want to be a part of the SSF, because we think that future challenges can only be tackled through collaboration 
and scientific thinking. The possibility to participate in building an innovative space that shows possible ways into 
the future is what makes us excited. We hope to raise awareness for the human being and human needs in an 
environment that becomes increasingly digitized, automized and “robotified”. We want to show that “gentle” 
digitization is possible for SMEs and learn from our fellow participants about new high-tech solutions.

https://www.sipbb.ch/forschung/swiss-smart-factory/become-a-member/?lang=en
https://www.sipbb.ch/forschung/ssf/ssf-membership/
http://www.phoenix-mecano.ch


Project and partner news

New SSF research and innovation projects:
• InnoSuisse-Projekte, Start in Q2/2019:

• CircularBlock: IoT-based tracking of critical assets
• Quality-Blockchain: Blockchain for quality assessment
• TrueCobotics: AI-Enabled cobotic applications

• Interreg Project «Regions 4.0»: interregional learning, and transfer of innovative policy, Start in Q3/2019
• EU-H2020 DIMOFAC: Plotlines for modular manufacturing, Start: Q3/2019 

Events & Outlook
• International Swiss Smart Factory Summit, 30.09.–02.10.2019
• 3rd SSF network meeting, 19 August 2019

Are you interested in the issues surrounding additive manufacturing technology, medical and health technologies or battery technology? 
The SIP BB competence centres run regular events.
https://www.sipbb.ch/events/ 

Follow us on:
Facebook | Instagram | Twitter | LinkedIn

https://www.sipbb.ch/events/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/SIPBielBienne/
https://www.instagram.com/sip_bielbienne/
https://twitter.com/sip_bielbienne
https://www.linkedin.com/company/switzerland-innovation-park-biel-bienne/

